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My style 

 I’ve been extremely ambitious my entire life. 
 I focus on clarity and permanent solutions. I am most energized when I have a tangible set of tasks ahead of me connected to a 

large-scale grand scheme. 
 I am constantly condensing information into data in my memory by stripping away the vestigial portions of its communication. 
 I love sharing what I find, and most of my most profound thoughts are first expressed to others as I unpack thoughts to fit their 

context. 
 I have high expectations for myself and less for others out of respect for each person’s individual style. I believe everyone should be 

free to explore answers at their own pace and tend to set criteria that gives tons of room for failure. 
 I want others to become their best possible self, and I am both very quick to encourage and quick to bring down the appropriate 

consequences of undue behavior. 
 Since I have worked with technology intimately since I was seven years old and have increased my interfacing speed with the speed 

of CPU processing, I don’t tend to get distracted by technology much. However, because of how passionate I am in what I focus on, 
matters that affect me emotionally distract me so heavily that it’s hard to even remember the last statement I said. 

What I value 

 I value openness, attitude, character and focus. Admit your failure and move on. Stand upon what you know to be true. 
 I’m obsessed with purpose. I mentally use a variation of David Allen’s Get Things Done System as an actual mental model for all 

endeavors. Anything vague goes in Reference, anything not possible right now goes in Future. 
 I expect teammates and subordinates to value openness and character as well. Before they start, I want them to have the end in 

mind and always keep an open mind for better ways to come to that end. 
 I value clarity of mind in myself and others, and I insist that everyone be humble enough to avoid letting their pride get in the way 

of the truth. 
 I believe that all things are connected to all other things. Great things can only happen by balancing work, rest, recreation, energy 

and spirituality. I believe that the only spirituality that really works is Jesus Christ, but I also believe everyone is fully entitled to 
their opinions. 

What I don’t have patience for 

 Oversimplified thinking is dangerous. It leads to making false presumptions and losing trajectory over time towards the truth. The 
devil is in the details. 

 Don’t let fear control you. We’re all afraid of many irrational things. Courage is the art of doing the thing anyway. Actions like 
vagueness, running from ideas, ignoring painful realities and unnecessary distrust are all forms of this. 

 Respect everyone for who they are. Not everyone was designed to be an Ivy League valedictorian, and it’s foolishness to presume 
that your view of the world is the One True View. Yes, some people are more right than others, but we all fail at being fully aware of 
what’s really going on. 

 Nobody owes you anything. God made you, and you (and me and everyone else) sinned against Him for it. By His grace we’re 
saved, and everyone needs to work with the presumption that they’re getting little to no reward for it outside of what their soul 
reaps. 

How best to communicate with me 

 Trust me. 99.9% of the time I have the noblest intentions. If you are withholding something from me, I can read it and I will be 
offended. 

 Start with why you need to tell me what you want to say. Don’t dance around it. I don’t get easily offended. 
 I love teaching, sharing, brainstorming together and learning together. Don’t come to me with just a problem; come to me with 

theories on why the problem exists, where the problem might be coming from, resources that might help solve the problem, and 
any other things you feel might be pertinent. 

 Be honest with me. A truth can be dealt with; a lie cannot. Your perspective is different than mine, it is possibly more correct than 
mine, and I want to see it so I can learn to integrate it into my own. 

How to help me 

 I analyze heavily and sometimes get discouraged from all of the details. Be sure to remind me of the big picture to snap me out of 
my funk. 

 Let me know if I’m being blunt or rude. I live in a world of data and information, and I often forget that humans inhabit this 
planet. 

 Feelings come difficult to me, and I try to live my life circumventing them as much as practicable. If the matter is a personal one 
where I’m clearly distraught, remind me that I should wait on the decision until my head is clearer. 



What people misunderstand about me 

 I am an introvert who looks like an extrovert. Give me an hour, tops, and I can respond to you with full attention. 
 I speak with conviction but am not set in my thinking most of the time. Give me a better way and I’ll change it as soon as I’m 

convinced it’s better. 
 I am human, even though I put on an image of detached calmness. It makes me a great leader in a crisis, but a poor one when 

encouragement is needed. 


